
Tournament Regulations
EBT Bielsko Beach Handball Tournament – 12th Edition

07–09 August 2026
Pływalnia Start, Startowa 36, Bielsko-Biała, Poland

Part of the EHF European Beach Tour (EBT) 2025–2026 Season



1. General

1.1  The EBT Bielsko Beach Handball Tournament (hereinafter “the Tournament”) is an international
beach handball tournament held as part of the EHF European Beach Tour (EBT) 2025–2026
Season. These Tournament Regulations apply together with the EHF EBT Season Regulations
2025–2026 and the IHF Beach Handball Rules of the Game. For Youth categories, the relevant
regulations of the Polish Handball Federation (Związek Piłki Ręcznej w Polsce, “ZPRP”) apply
insofar as they do not conflict with EHF or IHF provisions. In the event of conflicting provisions,
this document takes precedence, followed by the EHF EBT Season Regulations, and finally the
IHF Rules of the Game and, where applicable, ZPRP regulations.

The Tournament will take place from Friday, 7 August, through Sunday, 9 August 2026, at
Pływalnia Start, Startowa 36, Bielsko-Biała, Poland, and comprises Men’s Seniors, Women’s
Seniors, and Youth categories. The exact Youth age categories on offer will be confirmed by
the Organizer after registration closes, depending on demand.

1.2  Every team or team representative must be familiar with the provisions of these Tournament
Regulations and the EHF EBT Season Regulations 2025–2026.

1.3  Responsibility for ensuring compliance with these Tournament Regulations rests with the
tournament management (“the Organizer”).

1.4  The Organizer is not responsible for irregularities, disorderly, or unsafe behavior outside of
tournament matches or other events associated with the Tournament, and cannot be held liable
for such conduct. Serious violations affecting the interests of the sport of handball may be
referred to the disciplinary bodies of the EHF or ZPRP, as applicable.

Participating teams shall, at their own expense, arrange health and accident insurance for all
members of their delegations, including players, team officials, and technical staff. The
Organizer, the ZPRP, and the EHF cannot be held responsible for accidents or illness
occurring in connection with the Tournament.

Participating teams are responsible for covering the costs of any damage they cause in
connection with the Tournament. This includes, but is not limited to, the tournament venue,
accommodation, and transportation.

1.5  The Tournament has a charity character. Proceeds exceeding the cost of organizing the event will
be donated by the Organizer to charitable causes (e.g. animal welfare or support for children in
need), as announced on the official tournament website.

1.6  The Organizer reserves the right to limit the number of participating teams per category. Any such
limit, and the availability of remaining places, will be published on the official tournament website
(ebtbielsko.com) or communicated directly to registered teams.

1.7  Participants are not permitted to consume alcohol until the end of their last match on the relevant
match day. If the Organizer observes the consumption of alcohol in violation of this rule, this may
be treated as a withdrawal from the Tournament under Article 2.5.

1.8  It is not permitted to bring self-purchased food or beverages onto the tournament grounds, with the
exception of water; free water stations are available, and participants are asked to bring a
reusable bottle. Food (lunch and/or dinner) may be pre-ordered through the registration form.

2. Registration, Fees and Withdrawal



2.1  Registration is made via the official registration form on ebtbielsko.com. To confirm participation,
the Organizer must receive: (a) the completed registration form, (b) payment of the registration
fee, and (c) proof of payment sent to info@ebtbielsko.com.

2.2  The registration fee is:

• €230 per team (Early Bird), for registrations completed and paid by 30 June 2026;

• €330 per team (Regular), for registrations completed and paid by 24 July 2026;

• €50 per team for Youth categories (open registration, subject to available places).

By registering, a team commits to paying the applicable registration fee. Refunds of the
registration fee are subject to the withdrawal schedule set out in Article 2.5.

2.3  All travel, accommodation, and (if requested) airport transfer costs are the responsibility of
participating teams.

2.4  A team must have paid its registration fee in full before the start of the Tournament. If matches are
played before a team has fulfilled this obligation, the team forfeits the match(es) played with a
score of 0-2 (0-10 and 0-10).

2.5  A team that withdraws after registering is entitled to a partial refund of the registration fee already
paid, calculated according to how far in advance the withdrawal is notified in writing to
info@ebtbielsko.com:

• 14 or more days before the start of the Tournament: 80% of the registration fee is refunded.

• 8–13 days before the start of the Tournament: 50% of the registration fee is refunded.

• 7 days or fewer before the start of the Tournament, or failure to notify the Organizer of a
withdrawal (“no-show”): no refund is made.

A team withdrawing 7 days or fewer before the start of the Tournament, or failing to appear
without notice, may in addition be reported by the Organizer to the EHF for any
consequences under the EBT Season Regulations, including deduction of Beach Tour
ranking points.

A replacement team may be inserted in place of a withdrawn or no-show team, at the
Organizer’s discretion.

2.6  Consequences of not appearing or of withdrawing during the Tournament:

• Team fails to show up: forfeits all remaining matches 0-2 (0-10, 0-10).

• Team withdraws during the group stage: forfeits all matches played and remaining in the
group stage, and any placement match(es), by 0-2 (0-10, 0-10) each.

• Team leaves after the group stage: group stage results and ranking remain unchanged; the
team forfeits all further matches (crossover/placement) played or still to be played, by 0-2
(0-10, 0-10) each.

In all cases, the fee provisions of Article 2.5 continue to apply.

3. Team Rosters and Delegation List

3.1  For each participating team, the team manager must submit a fully completed delegation list before
the start of the Tournament, listing all participating players and team officials together with date of
birth and, where applicable, national federation registration number and jersey number. The
delegation list must include at least 6 players and 1 team official (team manager). For Youth
categories, the roster may include a maximum of 12 players; there is no maximum for Senior
categories. The maximum number of team officials is 4.



3.2  The Organizer will verify team rosters and the identity of the persons listed on them. A player or
team official may be asked to report to the tournament secretariat and to present an original
(digital) player ID card, federation membership card, or other valid proof of identity.

3.3  It is not necessary for all of a team’s players to belong to the same club. Every player must be a
registered playing member of a federation affiliated with the EHF or the IHF (for youth players
registered in Poland, membership with the ZPRP or a club affiliated to it satisfies this
requirement).

3.4  The team roster submitted before the start of the Tournament is binding for the entire Tournament;
no substitutions of listed persons are permitted. Upon a substantiated request and the
Organizer’s approval, the roster may be expanded up to the maximums in Article 3.1. An
individual may be listed as both player and official, provided the applicable role is clearly indicated
on the score sheet for each match (Article 3.6).

3.5  A player may only be listed on the roster of one team within a given category and age category.
Playing for multiple teams within the same category is not permitted; playing for teams in different
categories is permitted.

3.6  A team fields a maximum of 10 players per match. A maximum of 2 officials may be present in the
substitution zone, of whom only one may stand; each team must have a non-playing official
present in the substitution zone for every match. If the number of available players on a team
drops below 4 during a match, the match ends and the team in question loses 0-2 (0-10, 0-10),
irrespective of the score at that point.

3.7  Gender- and age-based exemptions may be permitted in Youth categories at the Organizer’s
discretion, on written request submitted no later than 14 days before the start of the Tournament.
A team fielding exempted players remains in the final standings but plays outside the ranking and
is not eligible for EBT ranking points; organizational, performance, and Fair Play points earned
are not transferred to other teams.

3.8  Every team participating in the Tournament must register with the EHF Family platform at
https://family.ehf.eu/account/register/r-ebttm before the start of the Tournament. If a team fails to
complete this registration, the Organizer may impose a fine of €50 on the team.

4. Format and Competition Rules

4.1  Unless otherwise specified in these Regulations, the IHF Beach Handball Rules of the Game
(current edition in force at the time of the Tournament) apply.

4.2  The playing system (number of groups, round-robin phase, main round, knockout and placement
matches, etc.) will be announced by the Organizer after registration closes, based on the final
number of registered teams per category. If a category is split into two or more groups, the group
composition will be decided by the Organizer under the supervision of the head delegate; where
feasible, two teams from the same club within one category will be placed in different groups.

4.3  At least four balls complying with the rules must be available for each match; each team provides
two match balls prior to the match, with two further balls available as reserves. Teams are
responsible for collecting their own balls after the match. Balls may be rented from the Organizer
against a deposit, the amount of which will be announced before the Tournament.

4.4  Ball sizes per category will be announced by the Organizer in line with IHF Beach Handball
specifications for the relevant age and gender category.



4.5  Unless announced otherwise for a given category, match duration is 2 x 10 minutes with a 5-minute
break. No central start/end signal is given; the referees and the secretary/timekeeper are
responsible for monitoring playing time.

4.6  If a set ends level, a Golden Goal decides the winner of that set. If each team wins one set, the
match is decided by a Shoot-Out in accordance with the IHF Beach Handball Rules.

4.7  Points and ranking: a win is worth 2 points, a loss 0 points. Periods (first set, second set, shoot-out)
and group ranking tie-break criteria follow the IHF Beach Handball Rules, applied in the following
order: (a) result in points between the teams involved; (b) result in periods between the teams
involved; (c) goal difference between the teams involved; (d) goals scored between the teams
involved; (e) total periods result in the group; (f) total periods won in the group; (g) total goal
difference in the group; (h) total goals scored in the group.

4.8  The top 3 finishers in each category receive a prize, as does the Fair Play Award winner per
category. Additional individual awards (e.g. MVP, top scorer) may be announced by the
Organizer before the Tournament.

4.9  For the youngest Youth categories, the Organizer may apply simplified, age-appropriate rules
instead of Articles 4.5–4.8, as announced before the Tournament.

5. Equipment and Uniforms

5.1  Equipment of players and team officials must comply with the IHF Beach Handball Rules of the
Game, except that “indoor uniforms” (shirts and shorts) are permitted. Teams must bring uniforms
in more than one color. Field player uniform colors of the two teams must be clearly
distinguishable; each goalkeeper’s uniform must differ from their own team’s field players and
from the opposing team’s players and goalkeeper. Team officials must wear a color different from
the opposing team’s players.

5.2  Uniform colors are determined by agreement between the teams; failing agreement, the following
order applies: (1) team listed first chooses the field player color; (2) team listed second chooses
the field player color; (3) team listed first chooses the goalkeeper color; (4) team listed second
chooses the goalkeeper color; (5) team officials of both teams choose a color different from the
opposing players.

5.3  During severe weather, players may wear a close-fitting long-sleeved shirt and/or close-fitting long
pants (to the ankle) as an alternative uniform, subject to the head delegate’s approval.

5.4  Each team is entitled to one 1-minute team timeout per set of regular playing time, requested via
the “green card” while in possession of the ball. After 50 seconds, a whistle signals that play will
resume within 10 seconds. Team timeouts are not available during a Golden Goal or Shoot-Out.

5.5  In Youth categories, sports and sand socks made exclusively of soft material may be worn, subject
to prior permission from the referees; in case of doubt, the item is submitted to the Organizer for
assessment.

5.6  Head/face protectors, bracelets, watches, rings, necklaces, earrings, and glasses without a
retaining strap or with a hard frame are prohibited, as is any other item posing a danger to
players. Permitted, subject to prior referee approval: soft elastic headbands; caps with the brim
facing backward; plastic sunglasses with a retaining strap; and therapeutic braces or bandages
made of, or covered with, soft material.

6. Fair Play Award



6.1  Fair Play standings are based on penalties incurred during the Tournament: 1 Fair Play penalty
point per suspension; 3 penalty points for a disqualification following a second suspension; 6
penalty points for a direct disqualification.

6.2  The team with the lowest average Fair Play penalty points per match played (penalty points ÷
matches played) receives the Fair Play Award for its category.

6.3  Ties in the Fair Play standings are broken, in order, by: (1) penalty points in the head-to-head
match(es), if applicable; (2) the team’s position in the final standings, with the higher-ranked team
receiving the Award.

7. Weather, Force Majeure and Match Interruption

7.1  In the event of a thunderstorm, lightning, high winds, or other conditions posing a safety risk, the
head delegate or the Organizer may suspend, postpone, or interrupt matches at any time,
prioritizing the safety of players, officials, and spectators. During a suspension, all persons must
follow the Organizer’s instructions regarding evacuation or shelter.

7.2  Once conditions allow, the Organizer decides, in consultation with the referees and the head
delegate, whether interrupted matches resume from the point of interruption, restart, or are
decided by another method (e.g. reduced playing time or a direct Shoot-Out) that gives due
regard to sporting fairness.

7.3  If the Tournament schedule must be revised due to weather or other force majeure (e.g. reduced
number of sets, a condensed schedule, or changed match times), the Organizer’s decision is
final. The Organizer is not liable for costs or losses arising from such schedule changes.

7.4  If a team is late for a match due to force majeure, the head delegate may, at their discretion,
reschedule the team’s match(es) for later that day rather than applying Article 2.6.

8. Medical and Safety

8.1  The Organizer provides a first-aid point at the tournament venue and arranges for qualified first-aid
personnel and an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) to be available during play. In the event
of a serious injury, an ambulance will be called.

8.2  Any injury requiring medical attention must be reported to the match secretariat as soon as
practicable.

8.3  Participation in the Tournament is at each participant’s own risk and responsibility, without prejudice
to the insurance obligation under Article 1.4. Participants with pre-existing medical conditions are
responsible for informing their own team official.

9. Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship

9.1  The Organizer may record, live-stream, and broadcast matches and other tournament activities for
promotional, editorial, and archival purposes, and may grant these rights to media partners and
sponsors. Participation in the Tournament constitutes consent to such use, subject to Article 14
(Image and Personality Rights).

9.2  The Organizer’s official sponsors have exclusivity in on-site advertising (including LED boards,
court and net advertising, and other signage) unless the Organizer agrees otherwise in writing.
Teams and individuals may not display competing commercial branding at the venue without the



Organizer’s prior written consent.

9.3  Accredited media are permitted access to designated areas; teams and players are asked to
cooperate reasonably with official photographers, camera operators, and interview requests
coordinated by the Organizer.

10. Anti-Doping Policy

10.1  The Tournament is conducted in compliance with the applicable anti-doping regulations of the
EHF and the IHF, which incorporate the World Anti-Doping Code. Players may be subject to
doping control at the Tournament in accordance with those regulations.

10.2  Any anti-doping rule violation is handled by the competent bodies of the EHF, IHF, or ZPRP under
their respective procedures and may result in sanctions independent of these Tournament
Regulations.

11. Data Protection (GDPR)

11.1  The Organizer processes personal data of players, team officials, and other participants (including
names, dates of birth, contact details, federation registration numbers and, where applicable,
identity documents and images) for the purposes of registration, safety and identity verification,
competition administration, results publication, and the promotional uses described in Article 9, in
accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (GDPR) and applicable Polish data protection law.

11.2  Data subjects may exercise their rights of access, rectification, erasure, restriction, and objection
by contacting the Organizer at info@ebtbielsko.com. A team official submitting the delegation list
confirms that they are authorized to provide the personal data of the players and officials listed.

12. Event Logistics

12.1  A technical meeting for team representatives is held before the start of play; the exact time and
location will be announced on the official tournament website and/or communicated directly to
registered teams. Attendance by at least one representative per team is mandatory. The technical
meeting covers the final schedule, any draws still required, and a safety briefing.

12.2  Parking information, designated team zones, and accreditation (wristbands or passes for the
players and officials listed on the approved delegation list, Article 3.1) will be communicated to
teams before the Tournament and made available at the venue.

12.3  Access to the field of play, substitution zones, and team areas is restricted to accredited players,
officials, and tournament staff.

13. Protests and Jurisdiction

13.1  In the event of an immediate disqualification (i.e., any disqualification other than one resulting from
a second suspension), a disciplinary panel appointed by the head delegate decides on the
number of matches of suspension to impose.

13.2  A protest must be submitted in writing to the Organizer no later than 30 minutes after the end of
the match concerned. Protests are not permitted regarding: (a) date, time, and location of a
match; (b) appointment of referees or the secretary/timekeeper; (c) referee decisions made in
accordance with the IHF Beach Handball Rules; (d) match results submitted in writing and known



to the Organizer.

13.3  Failure to comply with a decision of the Organizer results in exclusion from further participation,
with the consequences under Article 2.6 applying.

14. Image and Personality Rights

14.1  All participants grant the Organizer a royalty-free right to use photographs and other graphic or
audiovisual material featuring players and officials, as well as team names, logos, and uniforms,
for non-commercial and promotional purposes connected with the Tournament, including on the
tournament website and social media (Article 9).

14.2  Each participating team indemnifies the Organizer and its partners against any claim brought by a
player in connection with that player’s image or personality rights arising from use permitted
under Article 14.1.

15. Final Provisions

15.1  In any matter not covered by these Tournament Regulations, the head delegate decides in
consultation with the Organizer and, where necessary, with the relevant EHF or ZPRP
representative.

15.2  The secretary and timekeeper for all matches are appointed by the Organizer.

15.3  These Tournament Regulations may be amended by the Organizer before the start of the
Tournament; the current version is available at ebtbielsko.com. In case of doubt, the
English-language version of these Regulations prevails.


